
  Thank You! 
 

I believe that when you realize you deserve 
a different and better life and learn to love 
yourself, that God opens doors that are 
bigger and beyond our wildest imaginings .  
I believe in prayer.  I believe in angels 
above and here on Earth.  I believe in God. 
I believe in Jesus. 

I have learned to trust, as my trust (once 
broken) is steadily healing by the support  
and unconditional love from my faith 
community at Nativity Lutheran Church, in 
particular our amazing mentor and friend 
Richard Berg and his wife Selina Witt and 
Pastor Chris (and so so many more - thank 
you everyone in Nativity family)!  We have 
felt healed through the dedication and 
kindness of our Nativity Wood Lot Angels, by 
the many involved with Habitat For  
Humanity program.  These wonderful 
people donate their time, their love,  

compassion, materials, craftsmanship, 
expertise; they work from their hearts for the 
greatest good for all.  We are grateful to 
the City Of Bend and so many more!  

 Thank you all who support affordable 
housing to those in need. 
I’m beyond grateful for all the blessings and 
continued miracles. The Divine has 
presented. God, Faith, Prayer, Community  
and hard work brought us through crisis and 
survival to stability and peace.  
Thank you to every single person who has 
walked with us on this journey the last 
four years! Without you this dream (of safe, 
affordable housing and home ownership!) 
could not have been co-created and 
manifested to fruition. 
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You were there when our days were dark 
and uncertain from of the cruelty of 
abandonment and the associated 
emotional and financial toll it put on us.  
You helped grow and realize the beautiful 
triumphs and joy of strength, freedom, self-
sufficiency, blessings beyond the greatest 
daydreams and empowerment!  We 
gained the most beautiful family and 
community in you.     

We know now that what seemed our 
darkest time actually was the biggest 
blessing in our life. Thank you for being our 
angels here on Earth, for unconditional 
love, support and assistance, for truly 
walking the talk of Jesus Christ . We love 
you all so dearly.  Thank you from my heart 
and Luna’s. 
  
Gods peace, love and abundant blessings! 

                     Nema and Luna  

    
Nativity Camp Out

MARK YOUR CALENDARS. Nativity Camp Out is 
Thursday, July 30th   through Monday, August 
3rd at Newberry Group Camp along the 
shores of Paulina Lake.  

 This year we will be following CDC and official 
distancing guidelines. As such, there are some 
changes for the camp out. The expectation is 
that everyone will practice social distancing 
when beyond the quaranteam that makes 
your campsite/family unit.  

Newberry Group Camp is a short 45-minute 
drive from Bend.  Come for the entire 
weekend or come for the day. There is room 
for tents and RV’s. We have reserved all 3 
group sites within the Newberry Group Camp. 
No hookups but water is available. 

Things that will be the same:   
Camp out is FREE. 
Paulina Lake is known for its great fishing (get 
your fishing license BEFORE you come to the 
lake), canoeing/kayaking/paddle boarding. 
There are hot springs for you to soak in located 
on the far side of the lake. There are numerous 
hiking trails and mountain biking trails 
available.  Of course, if sitting on the beach, 
reading a book or visiting with friends (with 
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I need volunteers to help me move on 
July 11th. Most likely I need to be out by 
the 12th. Please come help if you can. 
Thank you so much.



social distancing) is more your style, then that is 
always an option too. 

Saturday our worship service starts at 4:30pm.  
Saturday evening there will be a talent show. 
Last year was so much fun. Come to share 
your remarkable talents (and respecting social 
distancing). 

Bonnie will have activity kits including glow 
sticks for the kids. 
Things that will be different: 
Worship service will be on the beach to allow 
space between family units and respect social 
distancing. 
Saturday dinner after the service will be on 
your own. Please bring your own supplies 
including food, dishes, silverware, beverage.  
And plan on taking everything back with you. 
Plan on using all of the group gathering 
locations and campfire rings. 
All 4 campfire rings will be used (thanks 
woodlot for providing the firewood) to allow 
smaller groups to gather around the campfire 
in the evenings and mornings. 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED THROUGH THE CHURCH 
OFFICE. Contact Sue at 541-388-0765. 
Come join this long tradition of camping with 
Nativity in the Newberry National Monument. 
Questions about the campout, facilities, 
location? Contact Selina Berg 

541-350-4252. 

Nativity Office
 

The office is not open for our regular hours yet. 
 

Email at office@nativityinbend.com, 
is being checked daily or you can call 
541-388-0765 and leave a message. If, for 
some really important, crucial reason, you 
need to come by, please call or email first to 
make sure someone will be here. 
Please mail any contribution checks to the 
church rather than bringing them in personally. 
Nativity Lutheran Church 
60850 Brosterhous 
Bend,OR 97702 
Mail is being picked up daily. 

 

           Happy Birthday!

July 2 Leif Larwin 
July 5 Chris Guthrie, Keira 
Aleshire 
July 6 Ellen Miller, Eric Simning 
July 7 Grace Rustand 
July 8 Neil Bryant 
July 9 Gabriel MacSween, Karen Wonzer 
July 10 Scott Abrams 
July 11 Pat Melvin 
July 12 Eric Fredstrom, Cari Fraley 
July 15 Pat Johnson 
July 16 Robert Mc Bride 
July 20 Marissa Johnson, Dave Nissen 
July 22 Patricia Bertrand-Koland, Bill Van 
Til, 
July 23 Aurora Senner 
July 24 Sandy Weaver, Josephine 
Johnson, Miro Garaj 
July 26 Ryan Pinkert 
July 27 Alex Mahl, Alice Finch 
July 28 CR Larkin, Carol Harley 
July 29 Maya Tadjiki 
July 31 Toni Carter
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  Youth Ministry 

We just wrapped up our final Middle School 
Zoom meeting for the 2019-2020 school year.  
Virtual Bingo was an earlier hit, so we gave it a 
reprise while all the students enjoyed sugary 
and salty snacks dropped delivered to their 
house prior to the meeting. 
 We had two high school seniors graduate.  
Pastor Chris, Jason and Leigh Anne visited 
them on Graduation day and congratulated 
them with gifts and an obnoxious version of 
Pomp and Circumstance played through a 
boombox! 

Though no official programming calendar has 
been created for the summer, Jason will  be 
checking in with students and hosting small 
group activities where social distancing can 
be guaranteed.   

 We continue to wait and see what the fall 
will look like for the Bend La Pine school district 
and take our cues from them.  In the 
meantime, please hold all of our students in 
prayer as they take a much-needed break 
from online learning.   
  

First day of summer at the Wood Lot
 

Kyle Wright doing chainsaw training! 

Thanks to Robert Larkins we celebrated the first 
day of summer @79 degrees with Ocean Rolls 
and coffee at 10:00am. 
 There’s something for everyone to do at 
the Wood Lot while being safe and 
essential. 
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The St Charles wood splitters are back at it. 

All the green logs are being stored at the 
Seventh   Day Adventist property. They were 
our community  partner when we received the 
large log donation  from Dr. Verheyden two 
years ago. 

 

Thank you Seventh Day Adventist Church! 

      Children’s Ministry 
 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come…" and 
as much as we miss the children in our church 
and look forward to seeing them, it is hard 
trying to come up with a Vacation Bible School 
program at the church and include ways of 
being safe and cautious while also having an 
atmosphere of fun. As most of you know, we 
have decided to hold a virtual VBS this year 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This was a 
hard decision to make as I truly believe that 
children should be out running around and 
making friends while making joyful noises to the 
Lord. 

Having VBS at the church would require a lot 
of policies to keep not only our children safe 
from catching the Covid-19 virus, but our 
volunteers as well. Most of our volunteers are 
at an age or have health conditions that put 
them in a high risk category. Some of the 
policies that we would need to make include 
keeping children 6 feet apart from each other 
which would mean that we restrict the number 
of children to attend. Children and volunteers 
would need to keep masks on at all times. We 
would need to start each morning by taking all 
children and volunteer’s temperatures and 
that they are symptom free. There would be 
no singing as that sends droplets into the air 
that go greater  

distances than normal speaking would. 
Children would not be allowed to share craft 
supplies like markers and crayons as well as 
balls, hula hoops, or play relay races together.  

We want to provide a loving and fun 
environment instead of a restricted and sterile 
environment of constantly saying things like 
“stay in your seat,” “keep your mask on,” or 
“don’t touch.” We decided the only way we 
can do this is to hold a virtual VBS program. At 
first we decided to film each day’s videos and 
upload them onto Facebook and Nativity’s 
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website each day during the week of July 20. 
Instead, I propose that we post these videos 
on the following Sundays: July 19, July 26, 
August 9, August 16, and August 23. We will 
skip Sunday, August 2 for Family Camp. We 
can then Zoom on Sunday afternoons at 4pm 
to check in and chat about that day’s theme 
together. 

This year's theme goes well with our current 
pandemic situation. "Wilderness Escape" is all 
about Moses and the Israelites wandering 
through the desert after God freed them from 
slavery in Egypt. We are currently wandering 
ourselves in a time of confusion and not 
knowing what to expect. We need to trust 
God to get us through this lonely and 
confusing time just as Moses and the Israelites 
had to. We will be ordering VBS supplies for all 
Nativity families who are currently on my list 
since VBS will be in place of Jr. Church on 
those Sundays. We will then distribute the 
supplies the week of July 13. We plan on giving 
you everything that you need to make it easier 
for your family. If you have any questions or 
suggestions please feel free to email Bonnie at 
childrensministry@nativityinbend.com or call at 
541-815-8878.  

 

Bethlehem Inn 
 

 

Even though we aren't able to prepare a meal 
& take it to Bethlehem Inn, we at Nativity are 
still responsible for dinner on the last Friday of 
each month. The best way we can help during 
quarantine is to send a check to help with that 
evening’s meal. Please send it to:  
Bethlehem Inn, PO Box 8540, Bend, 97708.  
We don't know how this will change  
during the coming months, but we will keep 
you posted.  Thank you very much 

         
Storydwelling 

I have begun my parental leave and am 
enjoying time with family. If you need to be in 
touch with a leader regarding Storydwelling 
gatherings, or you are in need of spiritual care, 
please contact Tom 
(tommyairey@gmail.com) or Lindsay Airey. 
(Lindsay.airey@gmail.com) 
If you have an administrative question or 
message, please contact our board chair, Ted 
Kallmyer: tkallmyer@gmail.com  
Peace, beloveds!  
Rev. Erika Spa 
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Readings for July 5th 
 

Zechariah 9:9-12 
Psalm 145: 8-14 
Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Live-streaming Worship Services
 

Worship services on Sunday are being live- 
streamed from Nativity at both 9:00 am and 
11:00 am and Compline at 6:15pm on 
Wednesday on Facebook. If you are currently 
on Facebook you should have no problem.   

Go to Nativity in Bend and you should be 
able to watch. Sue is preparing a Worship 
Guide for each service. You can find these on 
our website (the pictures are old but the 
information is new) at: 
nativityinbend.com  

You can also join our online fellowship time 
after the 9:00am service using Zoom. 

If you are not currently on Facebook, you 
don’t have to sign up for Facebook to watch 
the services. Go to facebook.com. At the 
bottom you will find an option to click on 
Pages. Then, at the top by the magnifying 
glass, type in Nativity in Bend and hit Search. 
Nativity in Bend should pop up and you can 
click on it. This takes you to the Nativity in Bend 
Facebook page. Then a screen will come up 
asking you to log in or create new account. 
BUT, there is also a Not Now option. Click on 
that and there you are. If you are an iPad user, 
click on the gray X in the top right of the 
popup 

Zoom Meetings 
 

Zoom meetings are a way to have a meeting 
remotely.  
Here is a link. 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/176192283 
If you want to attend Heretics next Wednesday 
for example, click on the link above and it will 
direct you to the meeting. You will need to 
“allow” Zoom. Then, once the meeting is 
started you will be able to attend. You may 
also have to click on a button that says “join 
audio.” 
If you are “experiencing technical difficulties” 
with Facebook or ZOOM, call or email the 
office and someone will get in touch to walk 
you through this process.  
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The People of Nativity Staff 
Pastor  
 Chris Kramer 
 chris@nativityinbend.com 

Youth Pastor 
Jason Medina  
jason@nativityinbend.com 
Intern Pastor 
Shanna Sharp 
shanna@nativityinbend.com 
Director of Children Ministries  
 Bonnie Norris 
 childrensministry@nativityinbend.com 
Parish Administrator 
  Sue Peringer 
  office@nativityinbend.com 
Ministers of Music   
  Luke MacSween - Praise Band 
  luke@nativityinbend.com 
  Christian Clark - Choir 
  christian@nativityinbend.com 
Accompanist 
 Judith Herron 
  judy@nativityinbend.com 
Bookkeeper 
  Pat Paris 
  pat@nativityinbend.com 
Food Pantry 
  Bill Van Til 
  bvantilcars@hotmail.com 

Church Council 
President 

Jon Kochersberger 

Vice President 
Corky Senecal 

Secretary 
Donna Burklo 

Treasurer 
Bill Kuhn 

Carol Guthrie 

Marshall Herron 

Ellen Logan 

Deb Reynolds 

Ann Ross 

Bryan Senner 

Julie White 

For more information, 
 please visit our website at 
www.nativityinbend.com

Office Hours (541.388.0765) 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Pastor Chris:  Sun, Wed-Sat 
Sue:  Tues-Friday 

Worship and Educational 
Opportunities 

Sundays: 
9:00 am - Informal Worship Service 
11:00 am - Formal Worship Service 

 Wednesdays:  
9:00am- Prayer Group 

10:00 am  - Morning Bible Study 
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