
Sisters and brothers in Christ,  grace to you and peace. 

Nine months ago our life together as a congregation was dramatically altered by 
circumstances outside of our control.  Nine months ago.  We suddenly changed from 
life as usual to poof -  we became a live-streamed church on Facebook! 

Nine months ago.  That's a full human gestation period.  I’ve been reflecting on the vast 
change that has come upon us over this time, and it feels strangely similar to the vast 
change that happened when I became a father.  Many of you know parenting 
firsthand -  over nine months life slowly and unmistakably changes, then in short but truly 
unforgettable order (when the baby comes) much changes.  This is a dramatic 
understatement.  New priorities suddenly arise; new technology becomes suddenly very 
important – like “mastery” of diapers, wipes, nursing, rocking, swaddling, comforting, 
cooing.. and new lifestyles necessarily evolve, like altered sleep patterns and chronic 
swaying while standing.   
All in nine months. . . and this is good. 

We are in the midst of such a dramatic and profound change.  Friends, the Covid-19 
emergency has not lifted, yet in the midst of the wailing air-raid sirens of change, we 
have birthed much that is truly new life.  Worship is now beautifully available online, 
including now our home-bound family as never before, and everyone can hear the 
sermon clearly.  Our Bible studies and other “zoom” gatherings have enabled everyone 
to hear one another clearly.  Food Pantry, Outreach to families in crisis, 12 step recovery 
groups and Wood Lot ministries have adapted and expanded to meet the increasing 
need. 

And..  And we are weary.  I hear you so, so clearly.  We all long for the life we once 
knew together, just as new parents often long for the easier days before children came.  
It’s all true, all of it. We long for in-person gatherings, for Holy Communion in the 
sanctuary, for.. ? 

We must remember our mission at Nativity.  “Called by the grace of God, we reach out 
to all people with the love of Jesus Christ.”   

If we reach out with the love of Jesus, we reach out to our neighbors with their deepest 
needs and life itself as our mission.  Our work must resonate out of our souls – for this is 
what “Called by the grace of God” articulates – we know that God’s grace has met, 
forgiven and saved us in spite of ourselves, and out of this humble awareness of God’s 
goodness, we are moved to join, to reach out with God in grace to our neighbors. 

So we take a deep breath and hold space – lots of space.  Knowing that our neighbors’ 
lives may depend on not breathing Covid virus that we might accidentally have 
expelled, we keep space.  Think of all of your friends with asthma, with COPD, heart 
disease, with Diabetes, who are overweight.. They (we) may not survive a bout with 
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Covid-19.  I am asthmatic. I probably would end up on a ventilator if I were to 
fall ill with this disease. Every chest cold and flu bug jeopardizes my breathing.  I am not 
alone. 

So we wear those silly masks – not for our own sake but for our neighbor’s. We stand 6 
feet apart, and we find altogether new ways of living and meeting and praying and 
worship. We reform the church for today, knowing that “today’s” church may not feel 
like “tomorrow’s” or “yesterday’s” church.  Yet we reform because God calls us to love 
our neighbor as the fullest expression of our Christian faith.  (Go read Luke 15 for a 
refresher ) 

In the meantime, we work to generate “church” that feels more familiar to you: 
•We shifted worship to “livestream” on Facebook, striving to hold church as 

authentically as possible.  Nothing pre-recorded or canned, but totally ‘live’ with your 
people leading services, just like always! And we gently “broke ranks” with the ELCA 
and offered communion at home every week.   

•Recently we began broadcasting live church on FM radio in our parking lot. At the 
end of the service we bring communion to anyone parked outside.  This is new!  You 
can watch church from your “smart device” in your car as you listen on your car stereo, 
then receive communion.  Come and see! 

•We are presently seeking bids to add new ventilation systems to our building to 
accelerate return to worship together in the sanctuary.   

•Once per month we offer a worship service on the back lawn, in person- for those 
who don’t mind Bend’s weather.   

Nine months ago our worship life suddenly changed; and we are changing still.  Please 
let us know if you are struggling.  Your input generates holy creativity! 

Peace to you in these difficult times; 

Pastor Chris 

Since everything changed back in February.. 

Nativity Lutheran Church has been busy experimenting and innovating during the 
COVID Emergency that wildly changed our social lives.  Sometimes it is helpful to be 
reminded of progress.  Please read on for a “glimpse in the mirror” and a look forward 
as we reach out to all people with the love of Jesus Christ. 
February – Nativity adapted worship dramatically.. We stopped hugging during the 
passing of the peace and ceased holding hands as we prayed the Lord’s Prayer. 
March – Nativity responded to OHA (Oregon Health Authority) directives and closed for 
public gatherings.  
Youth ministry was forced to stop meeting in person, along with everyone else.   
We began live-streaming services on Facebook using an I-Pad and a set of studio 
microphones borrowed from Bend High School. Our internet service was so poor that 
we were forced to create “internet hot-spots” on David Krause or Maria Kramer’s cell 
phones to live-stream the service. Bible Studies and all church meetings began on 
“Zoom,” a new technology for most of us. 
Happy Hour and “Theology and Ethics” gatherings started on Zoom each week. 
OHA insisted that only “essential services” be allowed, so we prioritized our Food Pantry 
and Wood Lot ministries, which both adapted significantly to ensure health & safety 
protocols for COVID-19 were followed.  All “outside group” building use was locked out.   
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Spring- Nativity experimented, problem solved and innovated, upgrading 
our internet service and changing our sound design and camera angles to improve our 
broadcast. (Much gratitude to Jason Medina and Luke MacSween for their leadership 
on technology innovation throughout this season!) 
12 step recovery groups began meeting outside in the playground, on the patio, and in 
the prayer garden. 
Wood Lot, Garden and Food Pantry ministries ran at full speed. 
Summer – Nativity Campout at Paulina Lake was held with great attention to public 
safety.  Our first COVID-19 protocol worship service was successfully held outside.  We 
kept learning. 
Wood Lot, Garden and Food Pantry ministries ran at full speed. 
Fall- Nativity purchased our own microphones and soundboard for livestream 
production; we also purchased a new video camera and computer to upgrade our 
worship production capacity. We purchased an automatic hand-sanitizing station and 
I/R thermometers, masks, and pre-packaged communion cups. 
We began dialogue with Heating/Air Conditioning companies to inquire about 
upgrading our air handling systems to provide cleaner air for those using the building. 
12 step recovery groups began meeting inside   on a case by case basis with COVID-19 
protocols in place. 
Wood Lot, Garden and Food Pantry ministries ran at full speed. 

October – Nativity blessed the students and teachers as a drive up ritual in our parking 
lot.  We began monthly “backyard” worship services outside.  We also started FM radio 
broadcasts in our parking lot (88.3FM) and began providing drive-up communion after 
both Sunday worship services. 
Additional12 step groups have begun meeting inside, now also on Sunday mornings in 
the education wing. 
Wood Lot, Garden and Food Pantry ministries ran at full speed.  Woodlot distribution 
began. 

And the winter forecast: 
We aim in November to finally upgrade our air handling systems to exhaust significant 
volumes of “breathed air,” drawing fresh air in through cracked windows.  Following 
these upgrades, look for announcements about controlled size in-person worship to 
resume in the sanctuary. 
Also, “Safe Parking,” a closely supervised program in partnership with the City of Bend, 
REACH, Bend Recovery and the Homeless Coalition will host 3-6 individually permitted 
cars through the winter in our lot, temporarily housing individuals under specific case 
management who live in their vehicles.  
  
Simply living through this pandemic is exhausting; and conducting ministry in the midst 
of a community and world that is increasingly impatient, traumatized, needy, and 
simply worn threadbare is the very essence of our call.  Remember, “..we reach out to 
all people with the love of Jesus.”  We know that Jesus reached out to a world in crisis, 
and so do we.  So do we.   
Friends, please reach out when you have needs.  We must over-communicate in these 
days.  
Please, beloved in Christ, hold space for one another, and be in prayer – for your sisters 
and brothers in church, for the world, and for the church staff at Nativity.  

“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things.”  Philippians 4:8 
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                        Nativity Camp Out 
 

Camp out has been an annual event for many 
of the families at Nativity Lutheran Church… 
How many of these children do you recognize 
from years past? 
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November 
Happy  Birthday! 

1st Adele Hamey 
2nd Lee Jorgenson, Marshall Herron,              
Susan Krause 
4th Elizabeth Clark 
5th Dylan Werner 
7th Denise Banton, Bud Munson 
8th Mary Bryant 
9th Pam Beyer, Dick Olsen 
11th Pat Paris 
12th Luke Larwin 
13th Jim Aasland, Elijah Krause 
14th Claudia Martin 
15th Miles Boland 
17th Gigi DeBerry 
18th Joe Bowman, Don Aasland 
19th Cindy Blair 
20th Duncan Gardiner 
21st CJ Fraley, Ronald Thomas,  
        Kristine  MacNeill 
22nd Marcia McCullough 
24th Will Aasland, Maria Flores 
26th Scott Johnson 
27th Ann Ross, Dick Ross 
28th Paul Fennell 
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Outdoor Worship - Sunday, November 8th                      
 

Outdoor worship is next Sunday, November 8th at 
10:00 Am in the backyard at Nativity.  Here's what 
you need to know: 

1. The Covid Emergency is unchanged.  Physical 
distancing of 6 feet between family units, and all 
safety protocols will be followed. You will be 
required to sign in and we'll take your temperature 
with a fancy, touch-free thermometer.  You will 
need to wear a covering over every hole in your 
face that breathes.  And please stay home if you 
aren't well! 

2. Bring your own lawn chairs! Communion 
elements will be provided. 

3. Plan on not using the building except for 
bathroom necessities.  Come and go through the 
Head Start Playground gate.  If you enter the 
building, foot traffic will be ONE WAY and our 
bathrooms will be SINGLE OCCUPANCY. 

4. No fellowship/social time will be hosted.  It's 
critical that we don't mingle; so come to church, 
enjoy worship, then move along home or out for a 
walk around the new High School or the gardens 
at church. 

5. On-line worship will be uninterrupted.  Normal 
online services at 9 and 11 will proceed as is now 
"normal" for Nativity, so you can come to church 
from your living room as you are accustomed to if 
you prefer.   

See you Sunday! 

-Pastor Chris & your worship leadership team 

                        Bethlehem Inn

Even though we aren't able to prepare a meal & 
take it to Bethlehem Inn, we at Nativity are still 
responsible for dinner on the last Friday of each 
month. The best way we can help during this 
pandemic quarantine is to send a check to help 
with that evening’s meal. Please send it to:  
Bethlehem Inn, PO Box 8540, Bend, 97708.  
We don't know how this will change  
during the coming months, but we will keep you 
posted.  Thank you very much.  

Bible Readings for November  
 

November 1
Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

November 8
Amos 5:18-24
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

November 15
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

November 22
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

November 29
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

                          Thank you Jason! 

Jason Medina has tendered his resignation from 
the staff at Nativity.  He has discerned that his next 
career move is to become a full time English 
teacher.  He will begin intensive classes this coming 
summer at OSU, and looks forward to a career of 
much more face to face time with teenagers.  We 
wish him the best and send him with our gratitude! 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

We are still a week away before Halloween as I 
write this article so, unfortunately I'm not able to 
update you to how our Halloween events went but 
I'm sure it was fun.   
As we enter November we try to remember that 
even though we are going through tough times we 
need to look at our lives and find things to be 
thankful for. I myself am very grateful that I am 
being quarantined with almost all my family 
including my 17 month old grandson. I am also 
thankful that my job is very fulfilling and makes me 
so happy. I am also very thankful for you all. What 
are you thankful for? 
Our first Sunday of Advent is arriving on Sunday, 
November 29. I would like to encourage you to 
make your own Advent wreaths at home so that 
you can light your candles each Sunday during 
service at the same time the candles are lit in the 
Sanctuary. Advent wreaths can be made very 
simply. Get yourself 4 candles (they can be any 
size or color), put them on a plate, and surround 
them with greens and maybe some pine cones 
and small Christmas decorations. You can even 
add a white candle in the center for your Christ 
candle for Christmas. This can all be as simple or 
elaborate as you'd like. Having your own Advent 
wreaths at home can really add value to your 
worship experience during this season of hope. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Bonnie 

 

Woodlot 
 

 

We need your help 
The WoodLot is trying to achieve a balance 
between safety for all with serving just over 30 
families a week that need firewood. 
It’s a work in progress but we need to be more 
aware of others while we are on site. There will be 
hand sanitizer and masks available in the loading 
area at both lots and at the coffee serving station. 
New guidelines are coming from the state house 
which may introduce new requirements for outside 
work. We will keep current. We need your help in 
order to remain safe for ourselves and our families-
in-need during this critical time. 
All feedback and ideas are welcome. 


